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Proposed Transfer of Dr* H. F. Fraser to a Defense Project 


to ; ogr , telcahon « Instructions, the following Information 
j-Mch has a bearing on the proaosed transfer of Dr. ?. Fraser 

to a Defense Project Is submitted. * rraser 

^!*! l p i 9€ [ currently Is deeply Involved In another Defense ^ref^et 
OfftL % b £ * n S carried cn under a contractual a r ran cement with the 
^avat Sesearch, Th « contract number is i^onr I3U53. 

if Navat ketllrci* 'll* * Head, Physiology Branch, office 

rlJt * 2e8€ * rch * Th * Project has been carried on since 952. 

I** 1 cor l fr * ci renewed on August 8, 1955 ana provides sufficient 

-luttde to operate the project to July !, 1956 . •»yncim 

Ilj I of J he Project fs to develop a synthetic substitute 
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ff r of ih l nation^ military and civilian needs 
narcotic urugs are for codeine rather than for mcrah-inc. 
adequate synthetic substitute tone -which would be as safe 
poin, of view or toxicity and addiction. liability} Is av’ 


this mean.* 
of war the 


rhat we mus t' conti nus to stockpile opium, 
opium producing areas could be lost within 


Se von ty~ 
for 

S I nee., no 
from the 
« S a h i e « 


In the 
a very 


event 

short 


he country entirely dependent on stockpli 


period of time, leaving 

hi £ ?.- d .' 6 ? uric of codeine. If a synthetic substitute couio 

Wh r Ch U ?? 38 codeine, adequate manufaefur Ing 

facilities for synthetic chemicals could provide alt- needs. 

To date the project has uncovered one drug, the dextro-3-merhy I- 
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Only Or* Fraser and myself have the required training and 
experience* Neither Or. \&lkler or Or* css lg do work In this 
field, so neither could adequately replace Dr, Fraser. Since 
we are currently operating two experimental wards, the entire 
burden would fall on myself, with a great Increase In danger 
to our experimental patients since I can not handle two wards 
and my admlnls trat I ve duties In a proper fashion* 


Transfer of Or* Fraser at this time would, therefore, mean 
considerable slowdown In the analgesic testing program here. 

I do not think we would be able to fill our contractual obligations 
to the Office of Naval Research adequately. Consequently , both 
the Office of Naval Research and the Drug Addiction Committee 
of the National Research Council should be consulted before the ? 
transfer Is effected. 
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